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% Thanksgiving Eve Service

i Rejoice always, proyy without ceasing;
% Y gvethanky i all civcumstonces; forv this is,
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the will of Godr inv Chwiist Jesus for you.
i i Thessalonions 5:16 -
he Vienna Inn is a local 1 5:16-18

C(?mmunit.y landmgrk. oin the VPC community for an informal
Ameri . ls)the q(;nnt‘flzlss%rllltlal Thanksgiving Eve service in the sanctuary on
dé erlcz;rih'ar ant gt t ¢ Wednesday, Nov. 25, at 7:30 pm. Come for a
n(c;(t:ﬁirnog Sp:dl:ls \2;?522 gljmes \ family-friendly hour of worship, which will include
line the wall. Tables are music by the VPC Junior Choir.
Watch the weekly worship bulletin for details, or

arranged cafeteria style. Unlike
retro restaurant chains, no phone the church office at 703.938.9050.

antiques adorn its walls; only
genuine little league and pigtail — “Syrviving the Holidays™ Reassures, Heals
softball pictures hang there. The
place even feels musty.

Don’t get me wrong. Vienna Z' fyou are grieving the death of a loved one or have
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by Sherrie Steinbach

Inn exhibits charm. It’s a experienced a divorce or separation, the coming holidays
throwback to an earlier era. may be a painful time for you.
Maybe that explains why no bill “Surviving the Holidays” is a special seminar being presented
comes with your food. When it’s by GriefShare and Passages (Divorce Care) on Nov. 8, at 6 pm, and
time to pay, you simply tell them again on Nov. 14, at 10 am.
what you ordered. You might say Following a time of welcome and refreshments, participants
Vienna Inn operates on a code will gather to watch a video dealing with their situations. The
(con’t. on page 2) videos feature Christian experts, as well as people telling of their

experiences dealing with the holidays.

Afterwards, there will be a discussion time to talk about the
Stepping Up 0 SErve ......eoveessoc. 2 ideas and practical suggestions in the video. Some topics covered
include: Why are the holidays so tough?, The importance of planning, and

Keeping Up With the Changes ............... 3 '
Outreach Opportunities .........c..ccceeee 4-5 Chnsm_ms"A T_eason, f or hop ¢ . .
. "y This seminar is free and open to the community, but donations
Christmas Giving 6 . . . . .
are welcome to help with the cost of materials. Pre-registration is
Call and Care Ministry ......ccccecoeeeeevcunen. 6 .
requested, for planning purposes, and may be done by
Local Missions:WellSpring.........ccccccou..... 7

e-mailing griefshare@uiennapres.org or passages@uiennapres.org, or

Deadline for Dec. issue: by calling the VPC office at 703.938.9050. Join us to help find
NI 0. . reassurance and the healing tools to aid you in moving through the
. holidays.
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(coﬁgor!n 'Eeeer\t !:)Ege) Stepplng U p tO Serve

_ of honqr. The most ongratulations to the Class of 2011 Youth Deacons (below,
Important Ifjems on the fnvsnu at left), who were elected by the congregation on Oct. 11
are trust and generosity: Ve and will be installed on Dec. 13. We also thank current

trust you to tell us the truth Youth Deacons (below, at right), who will mentor them.
about what you ordered. In a day

when trust is eroding, telling the
cashier what you ordered seems
so old school. How generous!
Maybe that’s why
unpretentious establishments
like Vienna Inn occupies “third
place”in so many people’s lives.
Third place is a term coined
by sociologists to refer to social
surroundings other than the
home (first place) and work
(second place). Bars, coffee
shops and churches serve as

g;'r:dbglzgte;gYiZﬁ;edC:nrgrﬁ\lf:;tgre ewYouthDeaconsAlenaGilmore, u,zebn't quu;h Dlialfolni Ben q

shared. JohnJordanand SophiaSellars Ik rll-lg t, I aE?:I 0 cf 2"0";’3)”
The Vienna Inn also (Class of 2011) e e e

dempnstrgtes the inverse Iso, the following Deacons and Elders were elected on the

relationship between control and A same day. Installation and ordination of these officers will

trust. The more we try to control be during worship services on Nov. 22.

people, the less we are trusted.

The more we relinquish control, Deacons Class of 2010-12: Steve Costner, Brent Duckworth,

the more trust we are given. Garren Goerich, Janet Mchchnie, Yvonne Ma_lloy,'Chris Miranda,
Some churches grab at Judy Rust, Ginger Thomas, Rick Webster, Tom Zigoris

control. Everything must be Elders Class of 2010-12: Mike Cash, Randi DeWeese, Julie Knight,

regulated. Every new ministry Paul Schmidt, Pete Sparber, Anne Teresa

venture must be painstakingly

approved. Our church has made elcome to the VPC staff Pam

the conscience decision in the W Sellars, who has joined HighPoint

last few years to relax control. (Children’s Ministries) as

If your idea for a new ministry Children’s Drama Coordinator. Pam hosts

fulfills our church’s core beliefs the “Power Up!” presentation on Sunday

and values, you no longer need mornings in the 3rd floor activity center, and

to ask for approval. We believe recruits and rehearses members of the drama '
trust adds value to ministry. team. P am

Christian Movement”: : . .
New CenterPoint Class young people who are helping to lead our worship services
this year. This Youth Praise Team includes:
beginning Jan. 2010 « lan Anspach, Forrest Schmidt and Henry Sellars, Guitars
Early registration fee: « Brandon Borrelli, Bass
$265 by Dec. 15 + Arthur Lohrmann, Drums
swalker@pff.net or « Polly Lohrmann, Synthesizer and Vocals
sheila.breuer@viennapres.org - Katelyn Corridon and Sophia Sellars, Vocals
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Perspectives on the World I ast but not least, we would like to introduce and thank the

Tuesdays, 7-9:45 pm, for 15 weeks
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All-Church Events in November
« College Ministry Discussion Group: Nov. 1, 12:30 pm
+ Club 56 Pumpkin Bash: Nov. 2, 4 pm
+ MOPS: Nov. 5 & 19, 9:30 am
« Club 56: Nov. 6 & 20, 7 pm

« Confirmation Class for High School
Students and Parents: Begins Nov. 8

See also pages 4 and 5.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS:
« Children’s Choirs: Sundays, 5:30 pm
« GriefShare: Sundays, 6 pm

« Kid’s Nation 34: Nov. 13, 7 pm
«VPC Book Club: Nov. 18, 7:30 pm

+ Middle School Youth & D/C Groups: Sundays, 5:15 pm
« High School Youth & D/C Groups: Sundays, 6:30 pm
« Passages: Tuesdays, 7 pm

« Thanksgiving Eve Service: Nov. 25, 7:30 pm
The office will be closed Nov. 26 & 27, in celebration of Thanksgiving.

PhotoKimJackson

e have just
experienced one of
the most tumultuous

years in recent memory. The

economic meltdown was
frightening and, to differing
degrees, damaging to
everyone’s financial well-being.

We prayed more and faithfull

stood on the promises of God.

Through it all, it has been
challenging to remain faithful
to the Ministry and Missions
plan that God is calling VPC

to this year! The VPC budget

process matches the Ministry

and Mission expenses of that
plan and how God is movin

in the hearts and giving of the

congregation. We increased our

focus on allowing God to work
in the hearts of the staff, church
leadership and congregation.

In the spring, we began with
an Asking Budget which was
developed by the Ministry staff
of our church after discerning
the programs that God is
calling and directing us to in
the next year. We then called
together the Budget Work

Group, lay leaders representing

the major ministries, to discuss

the values and priorities of the
budget. On Oct. 11, after review

November 2009

KeepingUpWith
the Changes

by Dick Eagan, Executive Director

and approval by the
Financial Management
Team and Session,

the 2010 Ministry

and Missions Asking
Budget was presented
to and confirmed by the
congregation.

Now, before year-end,
two more congregational
responses are needed to move
this Asking Budget forward.
First is the response to how God
is moving in the hearts of the
congregation to pledge their
financial giving to support the
2010 programs. The second
is the response to how God is
moving in the congregation
to year-end giving toward the
current 2009 Ministry and
Missions budget.

As the congregation, we
recognize that all we have
belongs to God and are His gifts
to us. We give back to God His
blessings to us of time, talent
and monies to support the plan
of the church. Without these
resources, the plan cannot
move forward.

Many of us are still
struggling with the current
economic conditions. VPC’s
elected leadership and staff
have worked for three years to
make the process of pledging
and giving a spiritual exercise
of personal prayer and
discernment. We encourage you
to take time to pray, “God what
level of giving is appropriate for
me to support the Ministry and
Missions at VPC?”

We do stand strong on
the promises of God. We can
clearly see God at work in the
life ozchis VPC community.

We are blessed with renewed
Children's, Student and

Adult Ministries, the legacy of
vibrant and sustained Missions
giving and serving, as well as
the relatively new ministry
initiatives like NewSpring: Hope
for the Sexually Abused and
BridgePoint Transitions for jobs
transition support.

How have you stood
stronger on God'’s promises
over the past year? Where
have you seen God’s presence
in these days of trial? Pray
for God to lead you in your
personal giving commitment.
Pray for the response of the
congregation as a whole.

Nov. 8 is Pledge
Commitment Sunday, and
the theme is “Standin
on the Promises” It’s the
day we present our pledge
commitment cards in worship,
but it is so much more than
that. It is a day to respond
faithfully, to give generously and
to communicate our financial
commitment to 2010.

And as 2009 draws to a
close, please fulfill your sacred
offering commitment to God
through year end. If you have
any questions about the 2010
Ministry and Missions plan,
please contact me at
dick.eagan@viennapres.org or ask
the Ministry Directors about
their specific programs.
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities

S tudent Ministries Fall Retreat (Nov. 20-22): Fun! Fellowship! Games! Message! Music! Worship!
Get it all—and plenty of free-time activities, too—at the 2009 Fall Retreat, Nov 20-22, for
middle school and high school students in Harrisonburg, VA.
Fee: $99 before Nov. 1; $115 beginning Nov. 2 (optional high ropes: $30 extra)
Basic cost includes Saturday/Sunday meals, heated
cabins, a campfire, shirt, zip line, basketball, volleyball,
tennis and loads of fun
Departure: Nov. 20, 6 pm, from VPC

Return: Nov. 22, 3:30 pm | to guarantee
b Sign upP bY. NOV..vPcstudents.org-

your spot:
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities

SWATT EVENTS:
(Seniors With Available
Time and Talents) - -y gty

Monthly Potluck
Luncheon/Ballroom .
Dancing Demonstration|§
(Nov. 11, 12:15 pm,
Great Hall): Dee and
Curt Anderson will
provide a fun rhumba/
waltz dance lesson. All
who are age 55+ are
invited; no reservation
required. Al Grouge,
703.620.9360

Photo: Julie Kim

Trip to The Marine
ATT Potluck Luncheon—Oct.’09
Corps Museum (Nov. 18, 9:30 am): NSW ofluck uncheon—E
Travel by VPC bus and spend the day in Quantico, VA. No admittance fee; lunch on your own in the
museum cafeteria; bus donation requested. Reservations: StuSkjei@uerizon.net or 703.938.4623.

Photos: Kim Jackson, Daryl Wright

friends to celebrate the start of the holiday season! Dinner follows, 5-6 pm, in the Great Hall.
There will be crafts for children from ages 3 to grade 6, a chance to get ahead with making
Christmas gifts, time to think about the real meaning of Advent, carols and food. Cost of crafts: $5 per
child ($12 limit per family). Food: $12 per family ($5 per individual). This is a family event; please, no
drop-offs. No reservations needed.

’ ’ ighPoint Advent Celebration (Dec. 6, 3-5 pm, 3T d Floor Activity Center): Bring family and
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