
February Transition Committee Update 

The Bible is replete with inspiring passages regarding the power of prayer.  Jesus said, “Ask and it will be 

given to you, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you.”  Prayer is a wonderful 

gift from God.  It is powerful, and it makes a difference.  Prayer is one of the chief means to a nurturing 

relationship between each of us and our Creator.  The Apostle Paul encourages us to “Pray without 

ceasing,” and “Approach boldly the throne of grace.”  Christians should bring concerns, praises, 

challenges and joys to the Lord via prayer.  Our ongoing process to call a new Senior Pastor for VPC 

should be upheld in prayer by the entire VPC Community. 

Many people have been praying for this process since Pastor Pete announced his intention to retire on 

April 28, 2019.  The Transition Committee has been working on a prayer initiative to encourage even 

more members of the congregation to become engaged in upholding this process in prayer.  We 

communicated some initial ideas in our previous update.  Subsequent to that communication, our 

pastors have called the Congregation to prayer during Lent every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week. 

Beyond these Lenten prayer gatherings, noting that several separate prayer initiatives have been 

organized recently in response to congregational care needs of members of our community, the 

Transition Committee will host monthly prayer gatherings after Easter. These prayer-times will uphold 

the work of the PNC and also address other needs and issues in the life of our church.  We hope that 

these gatherings will provide a reminder and forum for people of VPC to pray -- to pray for the PNC; for 

the person whom God will bring to VPC as our new senior pastor; for Pastor Pete as he transitions to the 

next phase of his life; for our amazing VPC staff who continue to work to provide disciple-making 

programming and support for all ages in our VPC Community; for those who are suffering in our 

community, and for Christ’s work here at VPC. There will be announcements and additional information 

provided to confirm the date, time and location of these prayer-times in April.  

Efforts are also underway to surround the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) with prayer during their 

weekly meetings. A dedicated group of brothers/sisters-in-Christ will be praying without ceasing in half-

hour time blocks as the PNC meets each week. Their prayers will continue throughout the week in 

response to specific PNC prayer requests and until the Lord leads the PNC to our new Senior Pastor. The 

PNC’s important work is intensifying as applicants are sought and prayerfully evaluated. Please stay 

abreast of the progress by checking the PNC page on the VPC website. To navigate to the PNC webpage, 

type “PNC” in the search-box on homepage at viennapres.org. There you can read PNC Committee 

members’ bios, examine a list of Frequently Asked Questions, and read the Ministry Information Form 

(MIF) approved by Session and the Presbytery that describes our church and outlines requirements for 

our new Senior Pastor. The PNC is interested in your feedback; and you can support the PNC by 

submitting the names of possible applicants at PNC@viennapres.org. 

Members of the VPC Community, please join us as we come before the Lord to pray for our church 

community humbly and reverently, trusting in His good plans for the future of VPC. 

 

 

 

mailto:PNC@viennapres.org

