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Serve the Lord, Serve the People 
   

2021 Winter Daily Devotions 

INTRODUCTION 

As a new year begins, there are many things ahead for each of us as individuals, for our 

country, and for our world. As a church, we are facing a pastoral transition. We have known 

about it and even been talking about it for almost two years, but the time of Pete’s retirement is 

imminent. January and February will be the last season of Pastor Pete’s 42 years of ministry. 

Over the next two months there are a variety of ways we plan to recognize and celebrate his 

long and faithful ministry.  

Pete is going to be preaching on what matters most to him and our church, and our daily 

devotions will complement his sermon series. Each day we will have the opportunity to read 

scripture chosen by a member of the congregation and listen to their reflections on how God 

has transformed their lives through the ministries of VPC, particularly under Pete’s leadership.  

This is an opportunity for all of us to reflect on our own experience of transformation and to 

celebrate and give thanks to God for the gift of Pete’s presence and ministry among us and all 

that he means to us individually and collectively.  
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JANUARY 24, 2021 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

Reflect 

What stands out to you from this week’s readings and reflections? What stands out to you from 

today’s passage and sermon? Remember your experiences of God and your glimpses of truth 

during the week. Write down what seems most significant from the past week. 

 

Respond 

What do you want to say to God at this time? Take time to express your gratitude. Consider 

how God is inviting you to arrange your life in this new season and new year to deeper 

transformation and community and greater service in becoming like Christ together for the 

world. 
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JANUARY 25, 2021 

For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not 

have, even what he has will be taken from him. – Matthew 25:29 

Reflections from David Steiner 

Every team has a slogan or rally cry. Often these themes become chants prior to the games. 

Fans show their passion by cheering on their teams with the slogan during the pre-game to 

motivate the players for the contest ahead of them. The idea is that each player needs to dig 

deep within themselves to perform at a high level so that the team can achieve the victory that 

everyone desires. 

For our Monday Night Men’s Group, our rally cry is “Get out of the boat!” This theme is taken 

from the scripture which tells the story of Peter getting out of the boat and walking on water to 

be with Jesus (Matthew 14:25-33). Peter jumped out of the boat, perhaps impulsively, to meet 

Jesus where he was. His faith and focus on Jesus allowed him to walk on water. Our guys 

push each other to jump out of their boats to live for Jesus. 

Each week, Pastor Pete calls us to love and serve God and the people. We can only do that 

when we tap our talents and gifts for his good purposes. When our family came to VPC in 

2014, we brought our bag of talents and abilities. Some were useful for the work of the church. 

However, God called us to explore other ways that we could serve him. Pete, along with 

others, encouraged us not to limit our potential and instead expand on what we can offer to 

God and the church. 

Pete doesn’t allow us to excuse ourselves from loving or serving. He startles us by clapping his 

hands to awaken our attention to what he may be saying, but essentially he rallies us to 

prepare for the contest of living for God’s kingdom on earth. There is much work to be done. 

We must grow our talents, focus on Jesus, and give him more of ourselves. Our abundance 

will abound and we can serve more. Forty-plus years of Pete’s ministry at VPC has proven 

what abundance can achieve for God’s glory. 
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JANUARY 26, 2021 

Therefore, I, as a prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling which you 
have received, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. But 
each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. The gifts he gave were 
that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all 
of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. – Ephesians 4:1-7,11-13 

Reflections from Rev. Christie Ashton 

We don’t often think about how many people we affect through a single decision.  Twenty 
years ago, when my husband and I attended VPC for the first time, the size of the 
congregation was intimidating.  But when we came back the following Sunday, Pastor Pete 
remembered our names, which solidified our decision to join the church.  In 2001, I was 
elected to serve on Session. VPC sponsored me as I studied for ministry, and I have pastored 
a church in Alabama since 2010. 

Pastor Pete’s one action of remembering our names eventually enabled me to serve one 
(small) congregation.  And yet over the years, that small congregation has ministered in some 
way, shape, or form to thousands in our community and beyond. Through that one faithful act 
in my life 20 years ago, countless others have encountered the gospel. 

When Paul writes to the church in Ephesus, he reminds them that they are one.  One doesn’t 
seem like much, but it’s a powerful number.  It is the only number that cannot be divided by 
any other (whole) number. Any number multiplied or divided by one is itself. One is its own 
factorial, square and square root, cube and cube root, and so on.  One is unique and unifying, 
two words derived from the number itself. 

One is welcoming, accepting people as they are, since any number multiplied by one is itself. 
One also means there is no room for excluding others, since anything divided by one is itself.   

Paul describes God and us and one, yet we each have different ways of expressing that one-
ness: some are apostles, some prophets, some teachers and janitors and musicians and 
differently abled and … the list goes on.  Everyone is unique and everyone is necessary to 
equip the saints for the building up the body of Christ.  VPC has done that work faithfully for 
150 years, growing from nine members to more than 2,600—one by one.  Through VPC’s 
commitment to sharing the gospel, each one of you has touched others in your daily living.  My 
story is one of many that demonstrates the power of one.   

When Pastor Pete retires, many things will change, but one will remain the same: the call to 
live as one body serving one God by the grace of one Savior.  Because one can make all the 
difference in the world.    
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JANUARY 27, 2021 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. – Philippians 4:4-7  

Reflections from Tom Bauer  

As I made the decision to begin attending VPC almost 18 years ago after many years at a 

Catholic church, I was surprised when my wife Susan decided to start attending as well. 

Almost immediately we were plugged in to introductory classes exploring Christianity and 

deepening our understanding of what faith is all about. During worship I was amazed at how 

fast the time went during the sermon. Pete’s delivery really made me want to listen to every 

word!  

I found myself drawn deeper into a faith that had been on pause until we came to VPC and we 

were able to get more involved socially through “Dine with Nine” and other venues.  At that 

time, the news of the Eric DeVries tragedy really hit the news and became a major topic of 

discussion. What I remember the most was the stance Pete took regarding taking 

responsibility and recognizing the hurt and anguish that members of our congregation were 

experiencing, both children and adults. Despite warnings from the church’s insurance company 

lawyers, and taking what was certainly a financial risk, Pete did the right thing. I knew that I 

had found my church home when I read that.  

My favorite Scripture verse is Philippians 4:4-7. Most of my adult life my income was strictly 

commission, and, invariably, there were highs and lows. God has always provided, and this 

passage gave me a needed reminder to remain calm and trust Him in all things.  I continue to 

marvel how Pete or anyone for that matter could lead and guide a church for so many years 

and manage to treat everyone respectfully and with compassion and understanding even when 

being subject to criticism or second guessing. I salute Pete James for his service to God and to 

VPC for 42 years. 
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JANUARY 28, 2021 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 
assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and 
he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are 
God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. – 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

Reflections from Tom Rho 

This is a particularly poignant passage for me as someone who has been called to vocational 

ministry. I am no Paul or Apollos, but I, too, have been called to shepherd people in the faith. 

And I find it all too easy to believe the lie that I must plant, water, and give the growth. Praise 

be to God because he makes it very clear that Christians all play an integral part, but he alone 

gives the growth.  

In reflecting on 2020, God showed me that I vacillated between believing God alone gives the 

growth and Tom alone must do everything. It led me to much frustration, complaint, and anger. 

Recently, God has made it very clear that unlike me, he is patient, merciful, and kind. He has 

shown me that he has always called me to plant and water; the growth is his job.  

I also chose this passage because of its agricultural allusions. In between the watering, 

planting, and the growth, there is a lot of waiting and care. We can’t rush things. In my 

conversations with Pete, he has taught me that valuable lesson. His life is a model of an 

enduring farmer caring for his plot. He is patient and diligent, and he knows his limits. These 

are traits that I admire in Pete and hope to exhibit in ministry from here on in.  

I am also so grateful to Pete for sharing his experiences of ministry so candidly. He has taught 

me that ministry is messy and that we can only do what we can do. But most of all, I see in 

Pete a belief that his job is to water and plant and that God is the only one who gives the 

growth. Pete’s a big dude and kind of a big deal at VPC, yet his humility is palpable every time 

I sit in one of those comfortable chairs with wheels in his office to talk to him about ministry and 

life.  
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JANUARY 29, 2021 

His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very 

great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine 

nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  For this very 

reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 

and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.  For if you possess these 

qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 

your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ…. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every 

effort to confirm your calling and election. – 2 Peter 1:3-10 

Reflections from Tom and Dalliss Fuhrmann 

We have everything we need for a godly life!  We may participate in the divine nature!  We’ve 

escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires!  Therefore, let us make every effort 

to add to our faith and to confirm our calling and election. 

VPC was the first church we visited after moving to Northern Virginia in 2008.  We’d prayed for 

God to place us in a Christian community that would challenge and encourage us to deepen 

our faith.  God delivered through VPC.  The Holy Spirit is evident in those who are genuinely 

committed to adding to their faith and encouraging one another.  VPC, through its people and 

programs, continues to be effective and productive in deepening our relationships with Christ 

and each other.  Learning Communities, Great Banquet, Growing Your Soul, Stephen Ministry, 

and Renewing Prayer encourage us to add to our faith and participate in God’s work.  The 

Holy Spirit, so evident at VPC, confirms Pastor Pete’s calling and election as senior pastor 

over these past four decades.  

We’ve witnessed Pete living out these verses.  I, Tom, had the opportunity to play racquetball 

with Pete on multiple occasions.  He was humble, generous, and loving, as he beat me—

routinely.  But most impressive is how he engaged with strangers after our matches.  Pete 

asked them how they were doing, and then asked how we could pray for them.  His goodness, 

mutual affection, and love were on display in and out of church. 

I, Dalliss, assisted Pete to download the United App for a pre-COVID pastoral trip.  He 

wondered aloud, “Do I really need this?”  Only half-joking I replied, “Yes!  How else will you 

watch movies?”  Without missing a beat Pete responded, “I don’t watch movies. I listen to 

sermons.” After forty years of pastoring, Pete continues to add to his faith, knowledge.   

We’ve only caught the last quarter of Pete’s career, but it has made a sustainable impact on 

how we seek to add to our own faith. 
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Respond 

Ask God to give you deeper insight into his divine power living in you through the Holy Spirit, 

the same power that raised Christ from the dead.  Take time to thank God for this incredible 

gift, and for the opportunity to participate in the divine nature.  Think of the ways in which you 

continually add to your faith and the fruit that has born.   
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JANUARY 30, 2021 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. – Philippians 4:13 

Reflections from Joe and Ginny Paul  

It was February 2011 when Ginny and I and our family were arriving at VPC for a prayer 

service for our daughter-in-law who was battling colon cancer.  Pete greeted us in the narthex 

and handed me an open Bible with a scripture verse that he asked me to read during the 

service.  I told him that I couldn’t possibly read the scripture because I would surely break 

down.  Pete replied that I “could do all things through him who strengthens me.”  I said a little 

prayer to myself before reading the verse, and to my surprise I didn’t break down.  The most 

amazing thing is I didn’t remember reading the verse after the service.  The Holy Spirit took 

control and God gave me the strength. 

Pete has meant so much to our family through the years.  He has been with us through 

weddings, funerals, and baptisms.  He and Chris have also been by our side for support and 

comfort during some of our family’s most difficult times.  

We thank you, Pete and Chris, from the bottom of our hearts. You will be missed.  We will 

always remember “Faith, Family, and Friends”—in that order.  

 

  

 

 


